Ordinance No. 03-2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 20-FIRE DEPARTMENT - OF
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HAMBURG TO PROVIDE FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A JUNIOR FIREFIGHTER’S AUXILLARY.

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-95, et seq., the governing body of a
municipality that maintains a volunteer fire department may establish an auxiliary to that
fire department, to be known as the Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary; and

WHEREAS, the Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary will be of great benefit to Hamburg
Borough and its residents, by providing assistance to members of the Fire Department as
they fight fires and other emergencies, and providing training for prospective future
members of the Department; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Legislature, in P.L. 2020, c. 126, revised N.J.S.A.
40A:14-95, et seq., as a result of which certain changes to Hamburg Borough Code are

required.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of

Hamburg, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey as follows.

Section |

Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary

1. Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary created.

There is hereby established an auxiliary to the Hamburg
Borough Fire Department to be known as the Junior
Firefighters' Auxiliary, which shall operate under and pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-95 et seq.

Eligibility for membership.

A.  Any person who is a resident of the Borough of
Hamburg and is at least 16 years and not more than 18 years of



age shall be eligible for membership in the Junior Firefighters'
Auxiliary.

B.  Prior to being accepted for membership in the Junior
Firefighters' Auxiliary, a person eligible to serve pursuant to
Section 27-17(A) shall:

(i)  Obtain permission to join the Auxiliary from that
person's parent or guardian. Permission shall be granted in
writing on a form prescribed by the Commissioner of
Community Affairs;

(i)  Complete an application and be interviewed by
officers of the Hamburg Borough Fire Department.  This
interview shall take place with the person's parent or guardian
present;

(iii) Submit documentation from a qualified
physician verifying that the person is medically able to perform
the activities of the Auxiliary as established herein, pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:14-98, and

(iv) Obtain working papers from the New Jersey
Department of Labor. The original written permission and
working papers shall be retained by the Township Clerk, who
shall forward a copy to the Department Chief.

2. Insurance coverage for junior members.

Members of the Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary shall be
provided with the same insurance coverage as provided for the
regular volunteer firefighters of the Borough of Hamburg.

3. Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary Committee.

The Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary program shall be under the
guidance of a standing committee within the Hamburg
Borough Fire Department. The standing committee shall be
appointed by the Fire Chief, and shall consist of three active
Fire Department members, at least one of whom shall presently
hold or have previously held a Firematic officer's position
within the Department.

4.Rules and regulations governing Junior Firefighters'
Auxiliary activities.



The following rules are established to govern the activities of
the Auxiliary and to provide for the training of its members
with a view toward their eventual membership in the Hamburg
Borough Fire Department:

A. Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary members shall attend at least

B.

50 percent of all scheduled meetings and required training.

Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary members shall maintaina "C"
or higher average in their schoolwork.

Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary members shall conduct
themselves in a professional and appropriate manner when
representing the Fire Department, including but not limited
to following orders and observing designated procedures.
Horseplay shall not be tolerated during training or in
responding to calls.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-98, no Junior Firefighters'
Auxiliary member shall be required to perform duties
which would expose the junior fireman to the same degree
of hazard as a regular member of the Fire Department.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-98, a Junior Firefighters'
Auxiliary member may be permitted to perform
nonhazardous support duties at a fire site, provided that: (1)
the member has been appropriately and adequately trained
to perform the support duties; (2) the member is
appropriately and adequately supervised in performing
those support duties at the fire site; (3) the member's parent
or guardian has provided written permission allowing the
member to perform those support duties; and (4) the
member is provided with insurance coverage that is
identical to that provided for the regular members of the
Fire Department.

Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary members shall not be
permitted in the immediate vicinity of a hazardous
condition involving the handling of dangerous or poisonous
acids or dyes or injurious quantities of toxic or noxious
dust, gases, vapors or fumes.

. Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary members shall be on

probation until the age of 18 years, and may be expelled
from the Auxiliary for just cause.

. Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary members shall comply with

the rules and regulations of the Hamburg Borough Fire



Department, as well as any rules and regulations that may
be established by or on behalf of the Auxiliary itself.

I.  Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary members shall obey all New
Jersey Department of Motor Vehicle laws while responding
to calls.

J. Junior Firefighters' Auxiliary members may apply for an
adult class of membership in the Hamburg Borough Fire
Department upon achieving the age of 18 years by
completing the appropriate application forms in accordance
with the Fire Department's procedures.

Section [l

1. Each clause, section or subsection of this ordinance shall be deemed a separate
provision to the intent that if any such clause, section or subsection should be declared

invalid, the remainder of the ordinance shall not be affected.

2. All ordinances or parts of ordinance inconsistent with this ordinance are

hereby repealed as to the extent of such inconsistency.

3. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption and

publication according to law.



CERTIFICATION

NOTICE is hereby given that the above ordinance was introduce and passed on first reading of
a meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hamburg, held on Monday, January 6,
2025 at 7 p.m. and will be considered for a final passage at a regular meeting of the Mayor and
Council to be held on Monday, February 3, 2025 at 7 p.m. or as soon thereafter as same can be
considered, in the Municipal Building, 16 Wallkill Avenue, Hamburg, New Jersey at which time
and place all persons interested therein or affected thereby will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same. A copy of said Ordinance is on file in the Office of the Borough
Clerk, Municipal Building, 16 Wallkill Avenue, Hamburg, New Jersey and is available for public
inspection during regular business hours. During the week prior and up to the time of public
hearing, copies of said Ordinance will be available to the member of the general public who
request the same.
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Beth Martin
Acting Municipal Clerk

STATEMENT

The above ordinance was duly adopted by roll call vote at the February 3, 2025 Regular Meeting
of the Hamburg Mayor and Council.

Roll Call:
Ayes: R Endres, Oehler, Sence

Nays:
Abstain: 0\
Absent: |

6)7%«[ny—
Beth Martin
Acting Municipal Clerk




